INTRODUCTION
sive survey. These men were rebels or criminals by nature;
desperate as their story is, it is not worse than that of the
wild men in any new country. To name but one instance,
there have been, within the memory of the present genera-
tion, gangs of desperate gunmen in the United States of
America whose activities matched in lawlessness those of the
gangs of Australian bushrangers.
The evolution of a civilized society is a slow and painful
process; the harshness of the laws under which it develops
is seldom greater than is dictated by the needs of the com-
munity for its protection and peace. There is no just cause
to feel shame that such experiences as are here recorded
could befall Britishers. One may, perhaps, regard the dis-
appearance of the transportation system, and all that it con-
noted of human suffering, with relief and satisfaction; but
in an historical sense it can be said that the wisdom, and
justification of that system lay in the incontrovertible fact
that it worked well.
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